Service — "We are IN the world, but not OF the world”

Introduction

As we start our Service today let’s praise Our Heavenly Father
by acknowledging our sins and thanking Him for his forgiveness
and all the wonderful things He has created!

SoF 79

DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF
MANKIND,

Forgive our foolish ways;
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise,

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,

Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee,

Rise up and follow Thee.

O sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee
The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love,

Interpreted by love.

Time for our Prayers

1st Reading — John 17

With that deep hush subduing all
Our words and works that drown
The tender whisper of Thy call,
As noiseless let Thy blessing fall
As fell Thy manna down,

As fell Thy manna down.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and
stress,

And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace,

The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind and
fire,

O still small voice of calm,

O still small voice of calm!

Jesus was praying before His arrest and subsequent crucifixion,
and we join Him in John’s Gospel 17:
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify
you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give
eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that
they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have

sent. 41 have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave
me to do. 3 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I
had with you before the world began.

Jesus Prays for His Disciples

6“1 have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from
you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.
They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that
you sent me. °1I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for
those you have given me, for they are yours. 19 All I have is yours, and all



you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 111 will
remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the
name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I
was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you
gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so
that Scripture would be fulfilled.

13T am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 141
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for
they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 1> My
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you
protect them from the evil one. 1 They are not of the world, even
as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 1° For them I
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Jesus Prays for All Believers

20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe
in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just
as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. 221 have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 231 in them and
you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.

24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I

am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved
me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you,
and they know that you have sent me. 261 have made youl¢l known to
them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you
have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

SoF 129 - God Forgave my Sin in Jesus’ Name

GOD FORGAVE MY SIN in Jesus’ name, Go in My name, and because you believe
I've been born again in Jesus’ name; Others will know that I live.”
And in Jesus’ name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to. All power is given in Jesus’ hame,

In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name;
He said: 'Freely, freely, you have And in Jesus’ name I come to you
received, To share His power as He told me to.

Freely, freely give;

2"d Reading - Romans 12

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is
your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will.

Humble Service in the Body of Christ


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2017&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786e

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with
sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each
of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, > so in Christ we,
though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. ® We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of
us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give
generously; if it is to lead do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.
Love in Action
° Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 19 Be
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves. 1 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful
in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 1> Rejoice with
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of
low position. Do not be conceited.
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the
eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. ° Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will
repay,”ld] says the Lord. 29 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."[¢l
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

SoF 54

Brother, Sister, let me serve you, I will weep when you are weeping,
Let me be as Christ to you; When you laugh I'll laugh with you;
Pray that I may have the grace I will share your joy and sorrow

To let you be my servant, too. Till we've seen this journey through.
We are pilgrims on a journey, When we sing to God in heaven
We are brothers on the road; We shall find such harmony,

We are here to help each other Born of all we've known together
Walk the mile and bear the load. Of Christ’s love and agony.

I will hold the Christ light for you Brother, let me be your servant,

In the night-time of your fear; Let me be as Christ to you;

I will hold my hand out to you, Pray that I may have the grace
Speak the peace you long to hear. To let you be my servant, too.

MESSAGE

"Be in the world, but not of the world" is a phrase that's heard a lot
in Christian subculture. It refers to what Jesus said as recorded by one of
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His close friends in our first Reading from John’s Gospel 17:14-16: "4
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 1> My prayer is not that
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.”

This concept is also talked about later in the New Testament by the
famous convert Paul (see: Romans 12:2: "? Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.”

When the word "world" is used in the New Testament, it's a translation of
the Greek word cosmos. (No, we're not getting all astrological on you.)
"Cosmos" most often refers to the planet earth and its human inhabitants
who live their lives with their backs turned toward God. Satan is the
Prince of this "cosmos." Even Jesus called him that in 2"

31 Now is the time for ]udgment on this world; now the prince of th/s
world will be driven out.” The Apostle John mentions that the "whole
world is under the control of the evil one" ( ): N 19 We
know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the
control of the evil one. 29 We know also that the Son of God has come and
has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And
we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true
God and eternal life.

Basically, the system of the world is ruled by Satan. We really don't want
to be a part of that, right? Awesomely enough, Jesus says that those who
believe in Him are no longer a part of that cosmos—sin has no power over
us, and we don't have to be trapped by the evil principles of the world.
Even more awesome is that belief in Christ causes us to change. Our
hearts will be less interested in the things of the world as we strive to be
more like Jesus.

So if we aren't ruled by Satan and sin anymore, that's great, but we

still /live here! Yes. Not so great. But Jesus has given us freedom from
that evil, remember? We may be physically present ("in the world"), but
we don't have to be a part of its values ("of the world"; ):
"4 [ have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they
are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 1> My prayer is not
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” We're set
apart from the wickedness of the cosmos as we seek to live a holy,
righteous life.

Don't start worrying. You DO have a choice!

Before you start worrying about measuring up, stop and listen (or read,
rather). Believing in Jesus doesn't mean that you will automatically stop
sinning. Sorry, but God didn't design humans to be robots with no ability
to choose. We can still make our own decisions. But with Christ, we don't
have to be a slave to those bad choices—we have the power to choose
NOT to do the sinful stuff the world loves.

We can choose not to keep the corrupt darkness in our minds that the
world wants to shove into our eyes and ears. We have the freedom to
choose Jesus now ( ): " Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
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worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God'’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

It's a daily thing, a commitment, but remember that you have power in
Christ, —you're not alone.

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians 12:7-10: Therefore, in order to
keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord
to take it away from me. ° But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest
on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak,
then I am strong.

You are a Representative of Another World

That said, we don't want to get all self-righteous, either. We are like
Ambassadors for Christ's Kingdom, visiting a world that is not our home,
showing people how amazing our real home-world is, and inviting them to
come back with us. We're lights of hope to those who are stumbling
around in spiritual darkness. How do we shine like hope?

Live your life in such a way that those who don't believe can see that
there is something you have that is good and wonderful—something
different, something they'll be curious about, something they'll want for
themselves, too.

Don't Hate This World

Keep in mind that just because this world is not our home, that doesn't
mean we should despise it. We can still enjoy the world, such as the
beautiful creation God has given us. However, there is a dangerous
darkness here that we must avoid. The world's values are not the things
Jesus values. The world's pleasures are not the pleasures of an
Ambassador of Christ, tempting as they may be. Personal pleasure is no
longer our goal in life, as it once was, but rather the worship of God and
living our lives as light in the dark.

Make every effort to live, think, and act like an Ambassador for Christ's

Kingdom, for you are princes and princesses of that world—not this one.
(Source: https://412teens.org/qna/what-does-in-the-world-not-of-the-world-mean.php)

SoF1448

MAY THE MIND OF CHRIST MY SAVIOUR
Live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling
All T do and say.

May the word of God dwell richly
In my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph
Only through His power.



May the peace of God my Father
Rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort
Sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me,
As the waters fill the sea;
Him exalting, self abasing,

This is victory.

May I run the race before me,
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus,

As I onward go.

THE GRACE
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all for ever more, Amen.
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